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“The Committed” is the highly anticipated sequel to the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel “The Sympathizer,” which has captivated readers worldwide with its thought-provoking narrative. In this follow-up, we continue the journey of the protagonist, known as “the man of two minds,” as he seeks refuge in France and immerses himself in the realm of capitalism.
Arriving in Paris during the early 1980s alongside his blood brother Bon, the Sympathizer grapples with the traumas of his past and endeavors to shape a promising future by delving into the world of drug dealing—a pure manifestation of capitalism. Struggling to adapt to French culture and haunted by the reeducation inflicted upon him by his former best friend, Man, our protagonist finds the allure of Paris intertwined with unsettling dissonance. As he becomes acquainted with a group of left-wing intellectuals through the company of his French Vietnamese “aunt” and their engaging dinner parties, he finds intellectual stimulation for his mind and a customer base for his narcotics.
   
However, the new life he is constructing is fraught with unforeseen perils. From the torment of addiction to the authoritarianism of a colonial-minded state, and the seemingly insurmountable challenge of reconciling his two closest friends with opposing worldviews, the Sympathizer must rely on his cunning, resourcefulness, and moral adaptability to ultimately triumph.
Nguyen skillfully weaves a tale of a conflicted spy entangled in Paris’s criminal underworld. While the pages of the novel brim with elements of prostitution, drugs, and, in its climactic moments, gunplay, Nguyen maintains a simmering tension, favoring a mood of dark comedy propelled by the narrator’s intellectual turmoil, much like in “The Sympathizer.”
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